1
LETTER TO THE MAYOR		2












Letter to the Mayor: Covid-19 Vaccine Distribution

















Mayor’s Office, 
City of Los Angeles 
P.O. Box 200-90012, 
Los Angeles, CA.

Date 01/28/2021 

Magnus Sarah, 
P.O. Box 3402-90012, 
Los Angeles, CA.
Re: Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccine

Dear Mayor Garcetti, 

Following the announcement by your office that residents of Los Angeles County will benefit from the Covid-19 vaccine that was rolled out a month ago, I wish to inform you that there is still a big challenge in ensuring that the vaccine reaches all those that need the most. The Los Angeles County Covid-19 vaccine plan committee highlighted some areas that are prioritized during the distribution of the vaccine. The groups were categorized into different phases and Phase 1A and some sections of 1B have a clear plan on how they are going to get the vaccine. However, for the majority of people categorized under Phase 1B and 1C, this vaccine would become unrealistic following the problem of lack of proper coordination and planning in the process of securing and procuring enough vaccines for the Los Angeles City.

I wish to bring to your attention that the disparity that exists in the Los Angeles City’s population and diversity would affect the distribution of the county's health resources. As already witnessed in the vaccine plan where even those at risk are left out of the first dispatch, it is not speculation anymore to assume that the groups that have always felt marginalized and discriminated against will remain to be marginalized even in vaccine distribution. As Bohn et al. (2020) explain, racial disparity has never been as real as it is today in American history. In diverse regions like California, especially Los Angeles County, the disparity can be quantified across a different range of areas including health, income, wealth, and criminal justice (Bohn et al., 2020).  African American community is among the high-risk groups regarding Covid-19. Research by the California Department of Public Health showed that African Americans are more likely to die from Covid-19 complications than any other race (Bohn et al., 2020). Several factors are attributed to this finding including a high rate of underlying health conditions, different access to care and insurance and increased exposure to the disease as a result of the work and housing conditions (Bohn et al., 2020).

Health disparity in California has become a reality today, but several policies and laws have been enacted to curb the negative impacts of such disparity. This includes the Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010, which sought to change health care delivery and access to the vast majority of Americans, especially the minority and socioeconomically marginalized groups like the African Americans. Among the things that ACA changed and would impact the implementation of the Covid-19 vaccine distribution in Los Angeles City is the way the Internal Revenue Code now operates. ACA changed this code to allow health institutions, especially, those funded by non-governmental institutions to carry out community health assessment needs, which will determine the implementation strategy (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017). Under section 501®3(4) of the Act, this assessment needs to involve financial and other barriers that may inhibit access to health care in the community (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017).

Following the provisions of the ACA explained above, I recommend that the same strategy should be used when designing the Covid-19 vaccine distribution strategy in Los Angeles County. Carrying out a community need assessment will provide sufficient data on the group that should be included in the first batch of the vaccine distribution. As per this strategy, African American community members, especially those above 50 years and with the underlying conditions, are set to benefit even if they fall in the Phase 1B or 1C of the Covid-19 vaccine plan.
Thank you for finding time for this letter and I am looking forward to hearing from you as well as discussing how the vaccine can reach people who need it the most and may not have the economic capabilities to buy it if the governmentally sponsored do not reach them.
Your’s Sincerely,
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